James John Rappuhn

July 24, 1936 - May 7, 2023

James John Rappuhn, aged 86, Saginaw, Michigan, passed away surrounded
by love in his home on May 7, 2023. He was born on July 24, 1936, to
Christian and Katherine Rappuhn.

Jim graduated from Arthur Hill High School, Saginaw, Ml in 1955 where he
was an accomplished athlete playing Varsity Football for three years. He
earned all-Saginaw Valley League honors and was named first team-all state
his Junior and Senior years and was the team Captain his Senior Year. Jim
also lettered in Track for three years. Jim was honored to be inducted into the
Arthur Hill Hall of Fame. His love for football was lifelong.

Jim enlisted in the United States Army in 1955 and served his country in
Southeast Asia until 1962. While on active duty he earned his Associate
Degree. He was a member of the American Legion Post 22, Saginaw, M| and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1566, Saginaw, MI.

In 1967 he became a member of the International Association of Bridge,
Structural, and Reinforcing Iron Workers Local 25, Saginaw, MI. He labored
with his brothers until his retirement. Jim was proud to have worked on
hundreds of job sites across the United States from the Zilwaukee Bridge to
the Sears Tower.



Jim will be remembered by everyone who knew him as an honest man who
embraced every moment of life. Over the course of 86 years he enjoyed many
pursuits. He was a farrier, hunter, woodworker, mechanic and an avid lover of
duct tape. He loved sports and competitions of any kind. He possessed a
larger-than-life personality and quiet passions for music and literature.

He is survived by his wife Mary Hemmer and her children Meg Hayes (Ron),
Saginaw, MI, William N. Hemmer (Kelly) Glennwood, NM, Dennis K. Hemmer,
Traverse City, Ml and grandchildren Alexandra Hemmer, Billings, MT, Willson
and Cooper Hayes, Saginaw, Ml and many other family and friends that will
cherish him forever.

He is predeceased by his parents Christian and Katherine Rappuhn, and
siblings Ruth Rappuhn, Alex Rappuhn, Judy Hirschman, and Mary Rappuhn.
Special thanks to Bruce LaBreche and Hilary Lemmer for their friendship and
support these last many months.

According to Jim’s wishes his body has been donated to the University of
Michigan Anatomical Sciences Department. Family will receive visitors at the
Wakeman Funeral Home, Inc., 1218 N. Michigan Ave., Saginaw, on June 17,
2023, at 2:00 p.m. prior to Military Honors at 3:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Butman-Fish Library, Saginaw,
MI. or the charity of your choice.



Previous Events

Memorial Gathering

JUN 17. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Wakeman Funeral Home, Inc.
1218 N. Michigan Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 752-8531
wakemanfh@charter.net

Military Honors

JUN 17. 3:00 PM (ET)

Wakeman Funeral Home, Inc.
1218 N. Michigan Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 752-8531
wakemanfh@charter.net
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Tribute Wall

1 file added to the tribute wall

Timothy Gorman - September 26, 2025 at 08:23 PM

Jimmy aka Papa Jim was everybody's favorite customer and more
than that, was a dear friend. We miss his smile and sense of humor.
God bless you with grace and peace.

Fast Lane Drive Thru will always be his spot.

Christina Braun, Fast Lane Drive Thru - June 17, 2023 at 02:10 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of James John Rappuhn.

June 17, 2023 at 12:32 AM

| worked with "RAP" at Roberts Corp. back in the 80's

He was an inspiration for all Ironworkers, he was a pleasure to work
with, rest in peace my friend..

Mark S. - May 19, 2023 at 11:13 AM


https://www.wakemanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wakemanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Mary, so sorry for your loss,| will cherish the "
memories! Jim was one of the best. Rest

easy my friend. . I

Penny Ronan - May 18, 2023 at 09:04 AM

One big Teddy bear! What an enjoyable person! We have missed
spending time together!

Jan & Dick Pope - May 15, 2023 at 10:35 AM

Mary: I've always held "The Rap" in highest regard. A true
'‘Character” & a Man of Character. An Old School Bridgeman...Hard
working, knowledgeable, principled, opinionated. An Ironworker's
Ironworker.

He helped me in so many ways. Rap will always be in my thoughts
& most definitely in my heart.

Kathy & I love him...& our Boys--Jason, Mark, & Dom & Girls--Alex,
Sam, & Gab knew Uncle Rap as a MAN OF RESPECT.

God Bless...Lar & Kathy Sedrowski.

larry sedrowski - May 14, 2023 at 06:44 AM



